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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Mar. 28

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Statement on Protections for Human Subjects of Classified Research
March 28, 1997

When I accepted the Advisory Committee’s
report in October of 1995, I promised that it
would not be left on the shelf to gather dust.
I made a commitment that we would learn from
the lessons the committee’s report offered and
use it as a roadmap to lead us to better choices
in the future. We have actively worked to re-
spond to the Advisory Committee’s rec-
ommendations to make the record of these ex-
periments open to the public, to improve ethics
in human research today, and to right the
wrongs of the past.

The report we are releasing today is an impor-
tant milestone in our progress, but we are by
no means at the end of our journey. Much work
remains to be done. I am confident that all

of us—the eminent committee that produced
the original report, the Federal officials who
worked so hard to support the committee’s ef-
forts, and most importantly, the citizens of this
great country from whose experiences we have
learned so much—can together help ensure a
better world for our children.

NOTE: Secretary of Energy Federico Peña read
the President’s statement in a briefing announcing
the report entitled ‘‘Building Public Trust: Actions
To Respond to the Report of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Human Radiation Experiments.’’ The
related memorandum of March 27 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1997
March 28, 1997

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Easter.

For almost two millennia, Christians around
the world have celebrated this sacred and joyous
season as a time of promises fulfilled. It is the
promise that a long, harsh winter will dissolve
into the warmth and beauty of spring. It is the
promise that hearts can be changed and lives
renewed by God’s love and forgiveness. It is
the promise that the sufferings of Good Friday
will be transformed into the glorious triumph
of Easter morning.

Now, as we swiftly approach the dawn of a
new millennium, let us strive together to fulfill
our own promise, both as individuals and as

a nation. By strengthening our families and com-
munities, bringing hope and help to those in
need, and creating a climate of peace and rec-
onciliation where hatred and violence and preju-
dice have no place, we can each play a vital
role in carrying out God’s loving plan for hu-
manity. As Saint John’s Gospel so eloquently
reminds us, ‘‘. . . God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.’’

As you gather with family and friends to share
the joys of this holy season, Hillary and I extend
best wishes to all for a wonderful Easter.

BILL CLINTON
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